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Here are thoughts on ways to keep geothermal dirt cheap:
¢ Every state should follow North Carolina's lead by
allowing a substantial state tax credit over five years in
addition to the federal tax credit. Local geothermal work-

are trained in the benefits of geothermal. Too often, geo-
thermal installers recommend energy auditors, who then
tell homeowners: "Instead of investing in expensive, un-
derground geothermal, let my cousin give you a price for
new windows."

¢ Geothermal referrals for work should follow the ethics
standards set by the American Institute of Architects or
the National Society of Professional Engineers; and de-
signer tax credits should not be limited to government-
owned buildings. Maybe more geo would be specified if
there were fair tax incentives for architects and engineers.
e The AHRI (American Heating & Refrigeration Institute)
Web site remains confusing and user unfriendly for geo-
thermal designers and owners, who owe no allegiance to
any one heat pump company. There are too many model
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¢ Bentonite
grout rigs should

installers who
promise cus-
tomers "unlimited free hot water," a practical standard guide-
line for expectations based on climatic region would help.
* Our state of Connecticut has noticed, since a list of
approved geothermal contractors with proper experience,
insurance, IGSHPA (Intemational Ground Source Heat Pump
Association) certification and licensure has been compiled,
customer complaints about geothermal have plummeted.
¢ | hope my design for a combined closed-loop 30
borehole field with two open-loop wells providing under-
ground advection transfer of heat will be installed. Instead
of competing, the two methods could, in the words of R.
King "...all just get along."
* Geothermal installers previously IGSHPA accredited
before NATE (North American Technician Excellence)
began administering the exam two years ago, can retake
the exam, and gain NATE certification. This helps in obtaining
ACCA (Air Conditioning Contractors of America) Quality
Instalfer status for Energy Star. But vertical loop installers
do not take a NATE exam from IGSHPA, so test wisely.
» If each state performed a geothermal community serv-
ice project, such as the one we are planning for a local
food pantry, the image of geothermal would be greatly
enhanced!

DHRANLE

- Geothermal & Well Drilling located
- in Hahira, Georgia, purchased
~ this 1200-gallon water tender from

Want to find out how to save a ton on heating and cool-

ing costs?...Do a little digging. Geothermal.
The statements and comments in this article are my own
?;‘ggtlnileg Comtpa dny IOCT;; 5'?ng(r’:gt?::glli;égmucw and are based on information and references believed to be
I ouitoa on a true and factual. If you have any questions or comments,

Send your deals to: please forward them to me care of WWGR. JPeter
pmnohons@worldwdzgwthermnheswmwm admin@worldwidegeothermalresource.com

WorldWide Geothermal Resource™ JUNE 2012 11



